Parnell

Government which quickly became a rooted portion of his
character/* The cause of the offence seems as trivial as
the cause of that which he took when the police impounded
his regimentals; but this insubordinate, quick-tempered
young man was in the mood to suspect that anything which
opposed his will was malignantly-minded. But it was useless
to repine* The law was clear. A High Sheriff, who had
duties to perform in a Parliamentary election, could not
himself be a candidate at that election, nor could he be
replaced at a moment's notice. At dinner on the night of
the day when he had interviewed the Viceroy, Parnell an-
nounced a new decision* If he could not stand for Wicklow,
his brother could, and before the abashed John, whose heart
was in his Alabama peach-farm, could successfully marshal
his objections to the proposals, he found himself consenting
to be the candidate and reading his election address, which
Charles drew up, Once more the elder brother, against his
wish, was directed by the younger* As it had been in Alabama,
so it was now in Wicklow, and was to be until the younger
brother died* The address was short and full of point, and
read welL It was Charles Parnell's first political document,
and on that account must here be reproduced*

II
To the Electors of the County Wicklow.
GENTLEMEN,
Believing that the time has arrived for all true Irish-
men to unite in the spontaneous demand for justice from
England that is now convulsing the country, I have determined
to offer myself for the honour of representing you in Parlia-
ment*                               |
The principles for which my ancestor, Sir John Parnell,
then Chancellor of the Irish Exchequer, refused the peerage
from an English Government are still mine, and the cause
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